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Satire’s my weapun ; but Pm too discreet, 

Jo run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

J only wear it ina land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directurs.—- Pore. 


—00000— 
THE SCOTCHED SNAKES STILL HISSING ; 


OR, 


SHARPE AND MURRAY IN THE FIELD AGAIN 





** Destroy his web of sophistry, im vain ; 
‘ The creature’s at his dirty work again.” 





The contemptible and base agents of the Bridge Street 
Gang, it appears, are not yel quite incapable of uttemp*- 
ing mischief. The suakes are “ scotched,” but not killed, 
aigl the final blow must be given to the poisonous agen- 
cy of these wretches. We kzow of no terms adequate to 
describe the folly that patronized, and the knavery that 
devised, such an insult to the reasop, such an outrage upctt 
the liberties of the people, as a public combination of the 
nlunderers of the nation, to destroy the liberty of the 
press. The old * Coustitutional Association,” which had 
Johw Reeves for its manager, in the co: nmencement of 
the war to maintain despotism, taxes, and tithes, in 
France, was comparatively harmless. John and his as= 
sistants, neither scrupled te misrepresent, or to abuse, 
the friends of freedom ; but by opposing the press to the 
press, they gave their opponents an opportunity of meet- 
+ Vor. IX. No, 10, 
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ing them upon equal terms ; and though they woul not 
fight farrdy, they contented themselves with recoim- 
mending the Minestry to imprison, or banish, their 
opponents. They did not bez money for the express 
purpose of raining individuals by the expense ef prose- 
cutions, let the result be what it might. Nor did they 
resort to any of the thousand meannesses and besenesses, 
in which Murray, Sharpe, and Dr. Slop have been con- 
cerned? = The complete f failure of their unmanly league 
avainst the press. should not be considered as a sufficient 
atonement for the euilt of the endeavour, since they 
have accomplished much individual suffering, although 
the PRESS remains unburt. One victim they have bur- 
ried to an untimely grave; and that one, a WOMAN.— 
Mr. Dolby may lay to their account the premature de: uth 
of his wife; and Lis children owe this Gang the loss of a 
mother. Yet they have substantiated no charge avainst 
Mr. Dolby ; who is nevertheless more severely punished, 
than he could have been by any legal sentence as affect- 
ing himself alone, while the expenses to which he has 
heen put, amount a greater sum than the King’s 
Bench would have ventured to name as a fine upon a 
verdict of guilty, in one of its bitterest and most angry 
moods ! 

The only victim they have cbtained ‘* by due course 
of law.” is Davip RipGreway, of Manchester; a man, 
we have reason to believe. quile as good as the Judge 
who tried him, and any of the Jury “who so —— found 
him guilty of the offence of se ling a pamphlet, which, 
neverthe less, he ditt not sell; and which, if he had sold, 
Kio had an undoubted right to sell. For this sham of- 
fence, poor Ridweway is to pass twelve months of the 
close of his fe in Lancaster Castle; but - unmeriled 
punishment was not enonch to satisfy the fiends he had 
to contend with. Efe had been guilty of a: nies offence. 
—-He had exposed the villainy of the cor spiracy under 
which he bad fallen. He had proved that the witnesses 
against him bad been hired to betray him, and that they 
had not scrupled to swear whatever was necessary to 
convict him. [fe made affidavit bimscif, and brought 
his neighbours to do the same, thet perjury had been 
commited azarust him; that his sizgn-board had been 
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sworn to as being over his door, long after it had been 
taken down! ‘This was a matter that demanded a much 
more serious enquiry, than a rule to call upon the swear- 
ers to deny the charge. A man who has once sworn 
falsely, will hardly hesitate to swear that the accusation 
against him is false! If all who were accused of perjury, 
could exculpate themselves by swearing that they were 
not perjured, or by bringing their friends to swear the 
same, we should have no convictions at the Old Bailey, 
- elsewhere. A new trial should have been ordered, 

hat the credibility of the witnesses might have been 
fairly tried in contrast. But then the intended victim 
might have escaped ; and there is alwaysa natural lean- 
ing towards pin es ie in our Tribunals; and though the 
Court must have felt, that any authority would be dis- 
sraced by the assistance of the Sharpes and Murrays, yet 
they were pretending to serve it, and were to be so far 
protected in their pretensions! The new trial was re- 
fused, and Ridgew ay sentenced to twelve months impri- 
sonment. The charges of conspiracy and perjury against 
him, were not got rid of by his sentence; and to set 
themseives right with their dupes, h.s ain pre- 


ferred a charge of 7 erjury against Ripcen way!!! his 
was the hei: hi tof ies al baseness, and politic nl hypoerisy ; 
A poor old man, without | cuds or moncy, aiready in 
their gacler’s hands, aud sutteriig all that poverly can 
add to incarceration, was prosec th “i for perpery, that 
his sufferings n nici pe prolonecd until his persceuters 


were vendy toery, “ aotd, enough!” Ut he aad been 
re sailty of this oflenee, in ar atlenint to escape the ferocity 

f hatred with which he was pursued (def enceless as he 
vd it would have been comparatively a venial crime, 
for which the sentence under which he suffers is far too 
heavy ; but satisiicd as we ere that he committed ne- 
perjury, how can we find epithets strong enough to 
ebaracterise Whe villainous verseeution waich.thus pursued 
him into the very dungeon into waich: it had drive on him? 
How shall we — rise the vindictive cracity which 
would not lose its hold, appareutly, while the swlerer 
had life to feel the weigit of their oppression! 

This trial was to have b been brought on, at Lancaster, 


deviing the present Assizes; but it hes been disposed of, 








3<8 THE SLACK DWARR. 

in as ignommious a manner by Merray and his brethren 
of the Gang, as it was instiluted in a disgraceful one — 
We call the attention of our readers to the following ab- 
stract of the proceedings, as they are given in the jour- 
nals of the day, with as much horror that such things 
should have the means of tormenting men, as disgust at 
the system which arms them, and protects them in such 
vile abuses of authority. 

Wien the ease was ealled on, Mr. Tindall moved that 
it should be postponed until the following day, on the 
ground of the absence of a material wilness. Mr. 
Brougham very properly objected to this, saying, “ We 
have a great number of witnesses here, at a very con- 
siderable expence. Every body knows that Ridgeway 
18 @ poor man; indeed so poor, that he has not a shilling 
m the world; and is indebted to the charity of his neigh- 
bours, who saw an attempt made to crush him, for the 
money Which enabled him to brivg bis witnesses here. 
Knowing the seantiness of his means, he delayed bring- 
ing his witnesses up till the last moment, and they are 
now here.” 


Mr. Baron VW ood.—When will vou be ready to go 
on ? 


‘ : *¥t: Ux? r ’ er 
Mr. Tindall.—We expect the witness early in the 
morning by the couch. 


Mr. Brougham.—‘he Liverpool coach does not come 
in till late in the afternoon. 


Mr. Tindatl!.—Shkould a coach not be ready, the wit- 
ness has orders to come in a chaise. 


. 


Mr, Baron Hf ood.—You must pay the expences of 
the delay. 

Wr, Pindall.—We are READY TO PAY whatever 
your lordsbip thinks reasonable! 

Mr. B; ougham.—Oh, yes, my Lord, there appears 
to be nu want of money ou the other side !—quile the 
contrary. 

Mr. Tindal 
time! — 

Mr. Brougham.—} have another objection to make. 
| am alone for the defence in a special cause in the other 


court, and perhaps 1 shall be unable to attend here in 
the morning. 


1—He will nay the expences from thts 
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Mr. Tindall.—We certainly will not bring on the 
frial in the absence uf my learned friend. 

Mr. Brougham.—There is another inconvenience 
which I wish to nolice. Mr. Evans, who is with me in 
this case, and whose valuable assistance I should be sorry 
to lose, is engaged in the second special cause which 
comes on in the other court to-morrow. 

Mr. Tindall.—We are ready to pui off the case till 
Mriday, if that will convenience you. 

Mr. Brougham.—Oh, ne! It would perhaps be a 
personal convenience to me; but to the defendant it 
would be the very reverse. [Let it be understood that 
this case is to stand over til to-morrow morning, and 
that any further de‘ay is to be op my application. 

The case was a scordingly postponed ; on the 29th 
ult. it was called on again, when the following: scen> 
occurred. 

Mr. Baron Ti cvod.—I! am ready in that case of yours, 
Mr. Brougisam. 

Mr. Hop ki as (the clerk ).—There is a cerdiorart, my 
Lord, removing it to the Court 6f King’s Bench! 

Mr. Baron Wood.—Then 1 can’t t try it. 

Sergeant #Hullock.—No, my Lord; THAT 1S -THE 
OBJECT ;—(inutlering and looking towards the table) 
WE ARE NOT READY! 

Mr. Tindall.—We ane Nov READY! 

Mr. Hopkins stated that there was another indictment 
against Daniels in the same cause, but he had failed to 
entitle him to iry or traverse. 

Mr. Baron Wood. —His recognizances are estreated, 
then. 

Mr. Tindall.-—Oh, no, no! 

Mr. Sergeant Hulloc ck.—My Lord, we dou’t ask for 
that. 

Mr. Brougham.—Nothing can be more fae and 
candid than the whole proceeding xs on the other side. 

Mr. Serjeant Hultock.—\ am happy that my learned 
friend entertains so just a sense of our conduct. 

Mr. Br ougham.—Y es, indeed, the same sense you 
yourselves entertain of the proceeding. Out of respect 
to your Lordship, not to the prosecutors, I callit nothing 
but this pr acecit) ug, aller we came bere with our twen~ 
fy witnesses. 
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Viauchester, where he is 
known, iustead of requiring him to appear in the King’s 
ench. 
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the Kine’ enen Will jisten to it. “At any rate your 
Lordship would aot anticipate auy future proce dius, 
We. Baron tood.-—-} say nothing of thal. All 7 
say Is, that | have no authority 
fiere tue preceedings ended. [tL is impossible for 


tuose who sawit not. to form an idea of the expres~ 


a oy ’ — * ve i 8 . P a . *2 ) . ad { " ‘ 
miVl} Ol eye i 4 ict bhi wid irt . say © a “ivray se ve hich Wos 
MACAU (f} bts eg SSiOi Was Or. equivocal Wd Uae 


¥ 5 © ) od ‘"y i ' 

eudves, the Ne ryeal nvs, or Sir. Tindall’s, any more than 
aq 5? i es " 

wm oSdr, Browmhata: Str. ievans’s. 


” } ‘ “UE. 4 , ' , 
Shus ¢ yrtea : Pitty Sail Ff ir 7 ano hari awe ine principle 
R 2b ke 7 he o » * ' if pias f i ¢ > ALjtA RA a tif bf av } C 


hat requires a counsel te 
take any brief that is cflered to him, we do trust, for 
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ehase. Finding, contrary to his hopes, that Ridgeway 
was provided with the means of defence, he meanly 
shrunk from the trial, under the pretence thatone Batty, 
a police officer, Who Was a amaierial witness, Was at 
Chester, waere he was under recovnizances to appear. 
Was ther: no other police officer to take his places Is 
Nadin’s old gang so much exhausted, that it can only 
find one witness fur the gang of ezually respectable 
personayes in Bridge-street? ff so, it augurs well for 
the future peace of Manchester. Bat how could this 
police officer be wanted at all, to swear about the siga 
board?) The neighbours are the oaly proper evidence: 
and the fact of wanting a police ofeeer to swear on such 
a matter, suilicientiy inlicates the value of his evidence. 
[lowever, he acver came, either by the coach, or by the 
chaise ; and, we will venture fe add, Murray did not ex- 
pect him, !fe was provided before haad with a removal 
info another court, and the police oftcer was an excuse 
for using it. 











tn answer to A.B. who has comnaunicated some instances of per 
sonal abuse, we bave to remark that we do not think we shall be 
at leisure to notice any such unimportant matiers for some weeks 
—perhaps some inouths—and perhips even tor a louger period ;— 
as we tuust defer potieing them, uatth we have Vothiag more ime 
portant to do. The tferimn may therefore be considered ava ho- 
liday for kKnaves and fools of the mivor species: and we wish them 
joy ofiheir amusement, and ail the advantages they caa derive 
from it. 
Mr. Davison desires us lo acknowiedge a second subscription 
Li from an Enemy io Persecution. 
The Enquiry showing that the Clergy of the Church of Eng- 
land and ireland, are paid more money than ail the Ciergy of 


the whole Caristian world, may be had of all the venders of thes 
Publication, price 3d. 


of 
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IRISH PORTION OF THE ENVY AND ADME- 
RATION OF THE WORLD. 


— 


URT 3. i¢ i¢) 


why at aabt VOTiG adm if:s 1S an SIP, you stare 

Oh' yes! they do admire—what fools you are!” 
Fhe harvest having ia part arrested the horrors of 
f. sends 80 {rel ' this is the time Cw) een noire inlea 
amie th reiabi, WS 1S Utye ibaa aO0i c#id Of} jUiry eeane: 


the political causes that have contributed to —— the 
evil, if any infention exists on the park of te mivisbry 
to apply an effectual remedy for the mischicts, 


or to pre- 
vent the almost yearLy recurrence of 


the waer scenes 
of hundreds dying for want of food, in one of the most 
fertile countries under the sun; and while foreign mar- 
kets are absolutely @lutied wilh the produce that ought 
tc maintain those who have been the means 
duction. During the progress of the subscription, we 
said nothing that — have any tendency bo el heek the 
natural impulse of charity to relieve such accumulated 
misery. ff would have | cea Wrong to —_ done so; 
because, if the wants of even cue were alleviated by the 
wontributions from the se us of others, 
effected ; and we have vreat satis! cacti yy) aR) 


of its pro- 


some wuod was 
ine belief that 
feast : 

the subseription has jeo of important benelil fo niany 


thousands. [ft is, however, dlear to all, that the horrors 


ee 
must recur sli more frequently than ti hey uave vel doue , 


and that the resourees of charity wiil be the more nar- 
roweu, in proportion to the greater neces “~ and fre- 
quency cf being apphed to. it is therefore requisite 
that something should be done to PREVENT 


- 


ce 


the mis- 
chief; and this can only be doue by tnronis the people 
of their REAL CONDITION, aud of tie only remedy that 
can be aj ai se ed to en ible’ them to five upon the produce 
of their labour. When the treatment the trish ts 
considered, if seems almost ineredible that uny people 
should have = horde wilh one-ienin part ef the erievances 
for which it ts expected they soould be gre ful to this 
country, aud ready to sacriiice themseives for its benefit. 
In 1837, the foliowin: » shamefal proclamation was issued 
by the Lord ‘ienilcienalt and Council of [reland 


oO} 


Te dl 
 ¥. , 
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* Wuitwortn :— Whereas, from the present very 
high price of oatmea! and potatoes, WHICH CONSTITUTE 
ihe CHIEF FooD of the LowERorpERS of tie PEOPLE m 
this part of the United Kingdom, and the poverty 
which still prevails from 7 ant of employment, amongst 
the labouring and manufacturing classes, it is expedient 
that those ariecles of food should | be, as far as possible, 
. named forthe exclusive supply of the LOWER ORDERS 
of the people? Now, WE, the Lord Lieutenant, by 
and with the advice of his Majesty's Privy Council of 
Ireland, do carnestly exhort and recommend all masters 
of families, who are not in the lower classes of life, not to 
suffer any POTATOES Whatever to be consumed in their 
respective families. And we do also, in like manner, 
exhort and charge all persons who keep HORSES, espe- 
cially horses for ‘pleasure, to diminish as much as possi- 
ble, the consumption of oats in their subsistence. And, 
as we do hereby bind ourselves to the observance of the 
above regulations, we do exhort and charge others to 
adhere to the same, as they ‘ tender their own immediate 
interest,’ and feel for the wants of others. And we do 
hereby further direct, that the above mentioned resolu- 
tion of couneil be traneusitiied (to aH governors of counties, 
and chief magistrates of the p: rincipal towns:—thal, the 
Areb-bis hops. and Bishops, in their several provinces 
and dioceses, be desired to transmit the same to their 
clergy, in order that the observance thereof may be re- 
commended in the different parishes throughout the 


country. Given at the : ouncil Chamber, at Dublin, 
this tenth day of June, I8i7—(Signed) C. Manners; 
—W. Tuam—Dro: zheda—Thomond—Ern »—Frankfort 
de Monatmorenacy—T. 1. Meath—Norbury—W. Downs 


epee m. Me’ Mahon—S. O’Grady—G. Beckwith—St. 
G. Daly—J. ©. Vandeleur—Wm. Saurin.——Gop 
SAVE THE KING.” 


This isa precious document concerning the treaiment 
of mea in the nineteenth cer ‘tury, by the system, which | ° 
the “ exey and adiniration of the workl!” And i 
affords a fine example of the baseness and liypocrisy vs 
those who would charge upon innovation, and the de- 
sire of change, the ey ils that afflict humanity. What 
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iditional piague ao any calamity indict upon (his 
wretched land—where a Government proclamation an- 
nounces that nudwicat and po. ‘ajocs form the CHIRR Faop 
of the sii orders af the people; and requests thaf 
horses may be deprived of eats, iat they may be lef 
for the cousump! ion of the lower elasses!? What could 
sink a people I ower! What could degrade, or injure, a 
produced such an 
effect—and to such an extent as to be avowed in a Go- 
vernment proclamation! How very kind of this “ Coun- 
cil, to endeavour to reserve these articles of food for the 
erclusive supply of the Lower oRDeRS!” Tt had been 
much more Avnest, however, if the Council would heve 
confined themsecives to such articles of food, during the 


c/ 


ar : ‘ 
distress which thetz measures, and their 8% ystem, badd 


nation more, than a system which has 


produced. To have been themselves die ted upen oat- 
rncal and potatoes for a few months, would heave tavght 
them sit REAL NATURE, and the FULT. VAaLus of their 
policy :—and their fvture proclamations would tiave dene 
the pe ople more justice. Eiow benevolent are Christian 


from them, to purchase all the luxuries that wealth can 


procure, they tssuea Proclamation that food bene [hes 
themselves will not touch. : i beleft for the eu cdusive 
supply of the Lower orpins of the a ia! Mow eood 
to wish even to deprive pleasure ho of oars, rather 
than the lower classes ‘of the aout should be yitsde 
starved! Fiow censiderate! ‘Po request all who could 
buy any thing else, to leave the potaices for the exclu- 
sive supply of the witha oagee' Vutihere was no offer 
to for rego the luxur: the Castle--no eae » to 
reduce the waves of 1 Lord Lieutenant, or of the 
Council ! Not 2 word aboul the remissia: of ilies, 
i. 


rulers! After taking the engl of the ferwer e*asses 
i4 


—— = 
aw 
oo 
re) 


1 
ae | 
* 
C 


- 


; 
Be deals 


from tee Archbishop of ‘Tuam, who contrived a titth 
While avo fo ieave a sum of two hundred theusand 
pounds behtid him, ail wrune from the labour and toil 
of tac lower orders, whom he thus shewed his paterual 
solicilede to provide with oatmeal cut of the ma gers of 
the pleasure horses of their masters! Why was not this 
affectionate solicitude for the welfare of the lower classes. 
followed up by another Preclamation, forbidding cats 
and dows to feast upon dead horse-fleshaid desiring that 
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1S) hou! ‘dt Oe reserved CXC ft usively for the lo'ver orders of 
people, 


rax 
is, ra) 7e@c 
ho t LUSs 


Pe) 


ause of this proclamation being issued, however, 
materialiy diminishes even its apparent kindness ; for it 
would seem, by the geen ace statements, that if 
the lower orders of the people would have been content 
without oatmeal and } potatoes S, thoir masters would also 
have been content ct that they should go without, The 
paragrayn proce diag the pr = antion is as follows :— 
“From the North to the South, or the West, says the 
Dichlin Hrening Post, and at aot there ts not a sin- 
ole county in wi ‘ — have not occurred; but 
they are serious, indeed, in Munster, Kerry, Clare, 
Waterford, Cork, but above all Limerick, have been 
the scenes of tumult and outrage, such as were never 
hefore exnerionee in those districts.” It was éame to 
issue proclamations to those who “tender their own ta- 

inediate inieresis!? Tt the populace had been suffered 
lo cater for themselves, they might have proceeded to 

wash — the oatmeal and potatoes with a little whis- 
key; and, when warmed with the spirit, they might have 
become dediréous, aad unr uly enough to have wished for 
the taste of roast-beef and other r ixuries, which were 
reserved for the exclusive supply of the A¢gher orders of 
the pe iid So that the sacrifice of the oats and potatoes 
forthe supply of th e ir wants Was, after all, rather a con- 
cassion from the fours, than an act either of charity, or 
kindness, But ii is ever thus with oppression, While its 
servants wvdl dear, they may ; it will make them bearas 
much as it can, and never hesitate td apply the lash, un- 
til it perceives there are symptoms of ils being snaiched 
out of its hands, 


Pat distress was produced by high prices, and scar- 
city! Now, we have had still greeter distress from dow 
prices and abundance! if we may Hehieaie Lord Liverpool}, 
The truth is, that preces havenothing todo with the matter 
asacause, Theyare the efleets of other cause ‘The pro- 
cramation talks of waa of employmert. There was no 
such weal, There could be no sucb want, in a eoun- 
try wilh millions of waste acres, which unfettered in 
dustry would render as valuable as any that is now 
condemued from its fata! tity to tue curses of t 
eaormonus taxation. Tt was draining ; 


vihes and 
way the resources 
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which shoutd have paid for the employment of the peo- 
ple into the coffers of their spoilers. It was enabling 
one man to accumulate two hundred theusand pounds 
that he did not want, which helped to starve, or reduce to 
the verge of starvation, perhaps, two hundred thousand 
individuals, El was anticipating the resources of the 
country to waste in s angul ary wars. [i was the sys- 
tem of loaning, which robs the par of the capital that 
it aflerwrrds ; pret ends to /end to them, and compels ow 
to pay evderesé for! Wiat would sociely think of 
highwayman who should call upon a person he had ar 
bed of ten thousand pounds, ‘to offer to /exd Lim that 
sum, at five per cent. upon «cod security? Yetin 
what does it materially difer from taxation coilected al- 
mosta. the point cf the bayonet in Treiand, to swell the 
fortunes of the jobbers w ho afterwards eenerously lend 
their savings on the morigage of the land, and on the 
faith of parliament? Ne ed we ¢ any other exp lanation of 
the cause cf national distress? 

It was with regret, alinost amounting to indignation, 
that we perused Uie farewell address of the London Com- 
mittee to the Trish; when we found it recommending 
industry to theivas a meaus of preventing similar occur- 
rences. twas a gross insult, because it was an insinua- 
tion of a falsehood—namely, that any part of the ca- 
lamily was owing to their own imprudence or miscoa- 
duct. They are mercly passive agents of a system 
which renders all industry unavai ing, and all prudence 
ineffectual: and the reform of the system must precede 
all reform of the people ; which indeed it would neces- 
sarily produce. The Committee should have told them 
this—suould have told them to prepare for fresh famines, 
and fresh plagues, unless their patriots bestirred them- 
selves, tO remove burthens which no country can bear, 
and which must goad any peopie to madness. This 
subject is the more interesting, because wuat Ireland is, 
England must be, if no change in the system should 
take place. The same disease aiflicts both countrics 
and though the sympton.s are worse jn Treland, as the 
disease is farther advanced »—vel to the same complexion 
must this country come, unless the cause be radically 
removed, 
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CORRUPTION OF MORE SGLDIERS! 
BY 


THE BISHOP AND HIS DISCIPLES. 





Mr. Dwarf, 


Do pray read the following shocking account 
from the Statesman of Saturday last, and tell me if you 
do not fear that the Bishop of Clogher, that precious 
supporter of Bible Societies, Vice Societies, and Bridge 
Street Gangs, may not be suspected of having done even 


more mischief than has been yet contemplated among 
the soldiery! 


“ Queen Squart.—George Kelly, a private soldier tn the fifth 
company, first battalion of the third regiment of Foot Guards, 
was charged with an indecent assault upon the person of a boy 
ten years of age, with intent to commit aa unnatural crime. It 
appeared he had decoyed the boy from Tothill-court, Westminster, 
by the promise of a few halfpence, if he would shew him the 
wayto St. Martin's-lane, and, after treating him to oysters and 
plum-padding, he took bim into St. James’s Park, where he lified 
him over the rails into the enclosure, and then got over himself. 
From the boy having a pin-a-fore on, a woman, who from a dis- 
tance saw the soldier lift him over the rails, thought it was a 
very young girl, and persuaded a respectable man, Mr. John Smith, 
of No, 29, Piceadilly, to go over to prevent the scandalous inter- 
“ourse which she suspected with sucha child, He accordingly ful- 
fowed the direction pointed out by the woman, and found the pri- 
sener and the boy lying on the grass under one of-the trees nearest 
to the canal, and demanded the reason of their being there. The 
prisoner said he was the father ef the boy, but the fatter im- 
tuediately denying the relationship, Mr. Smith took him in cus- 
tody to a public-house near this office, and theo delivered him 
in charge to the officer. ‘The boy gave a very explicit and 
imartificial account of the whole of his intercourse with the 
prisoner, which leit so little doubt of the intention of the fatter, 
though the timely interference of others had very fortunately 
prevented the perpetration of the crime, as to induce the Magis 
trate Lo commit him in default of bail, to take his trial for 
the assault, and lo require twenty-four hours votive of bail should 


he tendered.” 

i must confess, Mr. Dwarf, I have great fears that this 
wretch may have been one of the bishop’s disciples ; and 
since he may have been disseminating his abominable 
propensities as Bishop of Ferns, many years before he 
became Bishop of Clogher, there is no means of ascer- 
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taining how many he may have corrupted, among the 
cnilit tary, and ae ranks of socict vy. Only think, Sur, 
the influence of a Beshop among the unin formed any 
ienorant loyalists!—The- ** proncuess to iniquity,’ an 
the ‘ innate — avily” of human nature, workes 
upon by a Bishop! Merey onus! What may we nol 
fear?) And then the escape of the Bishop will have 
will have a sad indies: re encourage his disciples! He 
bailed that he might escape, aad his soldier was 
bailed, that he might not publish the disgrace of the dia- 
bolical bishop! Perhaps his friends mean also to bail 
every one accused of the ofleace! to prevent the further 
exposure of the bishop !—and they may plead that allhis 
disciples are entitled tu as denient treatment as himself! 
f should not wonder, if any trial took pls sce, that the 
soldier woald boldly — himself, as a foll low er of the 
bisho; and plead that the bishop’s example completely 
exonerated him from all blame; as a poor, ign rant 
fellow, might be expected to follow the precedent set hit 
by his betiers amon: g the respectabie ranks of society, 
who are held out by all our politic monitors as persons 
to whom we must pay an implicit obedience. Tiiaak 
Heaven, Sir, and ils great agent, the press, the mass of 
the people have ceased to venerate bishops, because they 
are called bishops; and whatever mischief bis Unholiness 
of Clooher may have effected among the higher orders, 
aad the mil: itary, (ie people have escaped thie contazion ; 
and hold him and his disciples in detestation. 
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THE EXPLANATION, 


et ee re 


Sam Chhopstick one day, after puzzling g@ his pate, |. 
Asked his frend, honest Dick, Who If seems was much older, 
W hat wis meant by “ the an ion of Church with the State?” 
“For the meaning,” cued Dies, “read the BisHer AND 
SOLDIER ! 


RADICALITS., 
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THE SUICIDE. 
etehold the dire effects, how clear! 
Of doing what we should not; 
Who can the stings of conscience bear, 
Wien Londonderry could not? 


RADICALIS. 


LETTERS GF THE BLACK DWARF. 


Brim the Black Dwarf ia London, to the Yellow 
Bonze at Japan. 


(me ee 


A CHAPTER ON SLAVERY. 


‘ . 


riend of my Soul, 


«= 
a 
€ 


I say again, man has only himself to 
blame for all the plagues ‘that afflict his political existence ; 
and that he may remove them whenev er he dares to be 
Aonestand brave. And IT ain the more astonished, the 
more I reflect, on the folly and basencss that bind him 
to the ear of despotisn It is not the fauit of the Deity. 
it is not in “* the stars,” that men are “ underlings.” 
‘hey have the means of freedom and happiness within 
their reach; and if they wédé not put forth their hands 
and take them, they have only themselves to blame. It 
absolutely sickens one, to hear them w dining and com- 
vlainine, and yet never stirring themselves effectuaily. 
A whims ical logician, in order to prove that an ass was 
a rational animal, put this curious proposition. If he 
were irrational, if he had uct the power of reflection, 
place him between two bundles of hay, and he must be 
starved to death; for being equally attracted by both, 
vad having ne capacity of deci ding which to preter, he 
will touch neither. If he makes any choice, he displays 
his power of chusing; and, hence, evidently reasons upon 


3 9 


the matter, and is possessed of rational faculties. An 
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ordinary ass, of nalure’s making, would have no difhenliy 
at all about the matter; but our political asses, who 
walk upon two legs, with a great inclination to crawl 
upon all fours, are ‘absolutely irrational ; for they are 
placed between the two buncles of political and religious 
liberty, and have not the sense to enjoy either, because 
their masters say they are not good for them to taste! 
One really cannot have patience with such animals, 
Nay, one is tempted to ask, whether they are men? 
For my part, I think not. FT can easily understand why 
one man should entertain the miserable ambition ot being 
master of another; but | cannot comprehend the feeling 
hich influences men to be the contemptible slaves and 
drudges of their equals—to be delighted with servitude, 
and grateful for blows !—and even to perish of famine 
with fae most amiable resignation, that their masters 
may have twenty limes as muchas theycan eat! f can- 
not understand this, es conduct befitting men :-——and [ 
am therefore compelled to conclude that they are NOT 
MEN who bear these things: —but an inferior race of 
beings between men and monkeys; or, possibly, beiow 
even : the monkey tribe; for | find no instance of such 
besotted follyamong the brute creation. NO» my friend, 
though ** in the catalogue. they pass fur men,” and serve 
tyrants to play with better than men would do, they are 
‘not men. Nature and reasen disown them, as much 
as freedom and courage ; and they must rank as under 
lings of the worst description, because their degradation 
is their own act, 

tis gross fol:y, or grosser madness, to talk ofany ty- 
rf aay beiny founrec 7 on force, and that men are com- 
pellea to bear its galling | yoke. The fer tyrants could 
not hiuld the million in subjec tien by force The thing is 
impossivle. Upon an average, it requires a /undred 
tools to support exc Caave! Elow could the knave com- 
pel the foals to ieee for his support; to accumulate, 
that he might squander; to produce, that he might de- 
stroy? What means could he take to make them his 
slaves, if they were not willing to be so. Suppose five 
hundred individuals were thrown upon an uninhabited 
island; and some dozen of the number were to say to 


the rest.—‘* You mugt till the earth, and labour for us, 
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‘and we will, in return, govern you! One of our num- 
“ ber we will call Azrg, and he must have, to support 
“his dignity, as much of as a hundred of you can 
‘“‘ eat. The rest of us will be Noblemen, and Bishops ; 
“and to support our dignity, we shall want each as 
‘“ much as fifty of you can eat! And, as we do not 
** mean to labour at all ourselves, we shall not teach our 
“¢ children to labour, and they must all be maintained by 
‘you, at an allowance to each of as much as ten of you 
** can devour, to support their respectability ’? Would 
not the hearers of such impudent propositions be more 
likely to throw the proposers into the sea, than to adopt 
them? Yet ail legitimate governments are founded pre- 
cisely upon such principles! The people labour, and a 
few privileged personages, wiio call t iemselves illustrious, 
riot in idleness upon the fruits of their labour, and repay 
them with insolent contempt while they labour in peace 
and threaten them with the lash when the labour is 
more than they can bear, and they chance to murmur 
at their lot. [tis pleasant enough for the few, that 
the many will consent to wear out life upon such hard 
conditions; but what induces the many to be as ‘easily 
*“ led by the nose as asses rg ’ perplexes me. What 
can there be of va/ue in such alite? Is it worth endur- 
ang? Canit be called a benefit? {fs it worth the toil 
of bearing? Common sense must answer NO! Well, 
then, there is nothing to lose in the sacrifice,—and such 
a worthless pledge, one would think, would be readily 
staked upon any prospect of change, when no change 
can be for the worse. We ~~ that it is not the value 
of life which make men slaves! for tyrants always find 
hundreds of thousands ready to put their lives upon the 
risk of six-pence per day, in battles in whieh they have 
no interest, and in the result of which they can hope for 
no advantage! Why, then, are they not equally ready 
to fight their own battles ?—hattles’ which might bring 
them benefits—battles which even nature pr ompts them to 
engage in. J! cannot neither be the love of peace which 
makes them submit to a painful and degrading bondage: 
—for the history of the human race is little more than 


a detail of ‘ broils and battles,” inwhich the 1 many have 
No. IX. Vou. 10. . 
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had no possibie terest. Whatthen can make them put 
up with unrequited toil, indignity,and outrage, without a 
prompt defence of their own “rights 2 They arenot men. 
If they were, they would act as became men ;—and 
vindicate themselves! That it is not wearing breeches. 
and standing upon two ters, makes a man, tyrants very 
easily discovered ; and when looking lik men would 
not ensure the treatinent of men, the 
have been properdy supported. 

The course pursued by moralists and philosophers has 
been entirely wrong. They have done little but talk to 
the people of their dudes, which there was no reason to 
suppose could ever have been forgotten ;—and almost 
totally neglected to tell them to take care of their 
RIGHTS, from which all their duties ne cessarily result. 
A man who is in the pi ossession of nor ights can ‘have nO 
duties. ile can owe nothing to society if he receives 
nothing from the social compact. What cana slave 
owe his master, but revenge for his bondage? And 
yet affection, and gr atitude. and obedience are claimed 
from slaves! Preposterous! A slave is said to rob 
his master of some trifle, and is banged for it. The 
master robs the slave of ail that makes life valuable, 
tears him, probably, from his pare ntal home, his wife, 
his children, from the land of his birth, and all his so- 


Cila racter should 


cial affection, and is deemed a respectable member ot 


society! Such is the justice of this world, as it 
respects domestic slavery; and national slavery only 
differs in the mode, and in the scale of management. 
When slaves become possessed of the secret of their own 
strength, slavery will cease; and this instruction is what 
all tyranny dreads, and persec ules with such vindictive 
animosity —because it perceives that sheer ignorance is 
the only foundation on which it rests. To make the 
world wiser, is the only way to make it happier. The 
errors and prejudices under which the worid labours, 

it has been well remarked by Mr. Paine. are cherished 
by the deiuded not because they are errors and prejudices. 
but because they are believed to be certain truths. Sbew 
the believers they are wrong, and reason will resume 


her empire. But men must be instructed with due cau- 
tion. The poet savs 
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** Men must be tanght as if you taught them nof, 
‘And things unknowa proposed as things forgot,” 
if we can instruct them, however, by any means, it Is 
our duty: and the best mode must. be by enlisting ‘their 
interests by the side of reason, which will be most 
effectually done, by shewing them their riGus, and the 
advantayeous uses:that may be made of their exercise! 
That we may yet live to see the world out of its leading- 
strinus is the fervent wish of 
Thy friend and well-wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 





UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE. 
gE je - - 


TO PRINCE HOARE, ESQ. 
SIR, 
| Apprehending that, in your Memoirs of my 
fate excellent friend, Graunvilie Sharp, there are two 
passages which have a tendency to inculcate an errone- 
ous opinion, ov a highly important pessaigne in legisla- 
tion, which two passages in your book have an unfavour- 
able bearing on national freedor »m, | am about to take the 
liberty of submitting r to your consideration a few facts, 
in the hope that, should vou find me right, you will take 
the obvious means of preventing, as far as in your power, 
any ill impression on the public mind, which might be 
the cilect of a belief, that Mr. Granville Sharp had died 
under the influence of an erroneous opinion, which | am 
prepared to show he had given up, and abandoned, four 
and forty years ago; since it would doubiless be a most 
painful reflection to the admiring friend and biographer 
of that pre-eminently good man, who was in verity a 
Christian without guile, mand a patriot without alloy, to 
have caused him, throu: oh any iadvertence, to appear as 
a false witness against the sacred richts of the poorest 
among his countr ymen. 
Independently of what I have to produce as privately 
communicated to mys self in wreteng, had you not over- 
looked the evidence in a smail collection of bis tracts 
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re-printed by H. L. Galabin, Ingram Court, Fenchuret: 
Street, in 1797, containing what lad been formerly 
printed in 1774. 1777, 1780, 1782, and 1783, you could 
not have attributed to our virtuous friend, at any time 
subsequent to the year 1780, the opin‘on which you in- 
form us was in his own hand- writing expressed at the 
back of a Declaration of Rights, w hich you found among 
his pavers. 

And, in proportion as you think the authority of his 
name, and the influence of his opinion, ought to weigh 
with that portion of mankind who may be diffident of 
their own judgment; in the same proportion you must 
of course think, that his amiable randour, his pious re- 
gard for truli, his openness to conviction, and his prompt- 
ness in diffusing any important doctrine he had newly 
imbibed, that was contrary to what he had once errone- 
ously maintained, fvere heaulies and exceillencies in bis 
character, in the highest degree merilting imitation. That 
such was the candour and virtue of Granville Sharp, 
respect of the very opinion you quote, be it my office, 
with the highest veneration for our departed friend, to 
bring. forth the proof! 

In p. L94 of the Memoirs, you observe ; that * Mr 

Sharp’s epinions cn the legal reform of Parliament 
* were noliced a few years since in the House of Lords, 
“asa subject of regret, on account of the sanction which 
‘ihey appeared to give to some delusive notions of the 
‘present time’ will reference to which © opinions’ you 
immediately add-— They will, however, be found on 


‘examination, io Lave been formed on esse ntially differ- 
" ent grou As, 


Here , Indeed, we receive no light, either on the * opi- 
‘nions’ in question, or what was thought on the subject 
either by the House of Lords, or by the author of the 
Memoirs: but, in pace 251, we are told, that * On the 
* basis of FRANK-PLEOGE he [Granville Sharp] raised his 

proposal for parliamentary reform, by the means of 
suffrage derived from éhat institution ; the character 
of househ olders or masters of families, as there defined, 
happily including, as he says, ali persons of’ every 
rank and denomination that ought in. strict justice 
‘and ancient prescription of constitutional right, te 
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© elect and send their own representatives to parliament.” 

You then proceed to say, ‘ how far such a proposition 
* stands removed from the rude notion of universal 
‘suffrage (ALTHOUGH HE FREQUENTLY 
* USES THAT TERM IN HIS WRITINGS) needs 
‘not be again remarked. Mr. Sharp’s rule of obedvence 
‘has been too fully shown to need any farther vindica- 
‘ tion of his opinion on the subject ; but, if it were want- 
‘ing, it would be found in the following remarks, writ- 
‘ten with Ais oven hand on the back of a printed paper, 
‘ entitled @ Declaration of those Rights of the Commu- 
“nity of Great Britain, without which they cannot be 
* free,—a paper said to be written by Sir William Jones, 
‘and proposing wniversal suffrage in its fullest extent. 
° Remarks. The author of this paper has net been 
aware that his proposal of a universal suffrage would be 
‘a most dangerous innovation and encroachment on the 
* just rights of the English householders, and responsible 
‘ burgesses, and would deprive the state of their respon- 
* sibility, in which consists the swsmma et maxima secu- 
‘ ritas of the English Frank-pledge, the very foundation 
‘ of the English Constitution, the summa ef maxima 
* secur itas of the state and people, and the only true and 
‘ effectual security of the Crown, under a limited and 
* legal monarchy.” ’ 

The history which, in the sequel of this letter, will be 
given of the * Declaration” in question, will show the 
danger to truth, and lo the interests thereon depending, 
in drawing hasty conclusions from undated - writings. 
That the ‘ Remarks’ which you have copied did express 
the opinion of Granville Sharp, ai the time they were 
written, is not to be questioned; but, Sir, how was it 
possible you could imagine, that, if so remarkable, so 
conscientious a champion of truth—so ardent a defender 
of ° thepeople’s rights, —soactive a promoter of ¢ the legal 
means of political reformation’—had he continued in the 
Same opinien, could have kept it burzea among his 
papers during more than forty years of remaining 
life; instead of having, with his accustomed alacrity, 
entered the lists of controversary as an open adversary 
of a doctrine which he esteemed a ‘ most dangerous in- 
novation and encroachment’ on just rights ; and even an 
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attack on‘ the very foundation of the English constitu- 
* tion?’—Tlow it was possible you could, for a moment. 
have so thought of a GRANVILLE SHARP , 1 once 
more ask ?—A discovery among his papers of those soli- 
tary ‘ remarks” to the ‘disadvanta: ve of the principle of 
vniversud suffrage, itis natural to suppose, ought to 
have simulated a Biographer, confidentiaily entrusted by 
the family, and comple! tely furnished ey every thing 


necesssary to the ymportant ofhee. toa most “condul 
examination of all the subsequently sen works of the 
author. Had such been the effect, those * remarks’ 


could never ave appeared in the Memoirs. 

Ina controversy which now, for nearly hail a century, 
has been kept up between the enemies and the friends of 
the inierent rigitsof mankind, itis traly grievous to see 
produced as a witness against the tr wih, (when he can. 
no longer speak for himscif) one ho for truth dii sacri- 
fice all worldly interests; one who in that cause would 
as Willingly have sacrificed his life; and one moreover, 
whese testimony, while living, was given port blank 
an Support of the doctrine in question ! 

Afier all, what has been produced to discredit the 
doctrine of universal suffrage, is only what once was, 
prior to better information, a mere ¢pse dixit of my 
departed friend, opposed to demonstration, which, since 
the date of that ¢pse dixvit, have been a thousand limes 
repeated. But before I proceed to oppose to that ipse 
dixit, his own subsequent refutation of it, it may be well 
to advert to what is said in the aforesaid ‘ remarks’ on 
the subject of *Frank -pledge,’ as ‘ the very foundation 
of theEngiixé Constiiution; because whatever may be 
our veneration for Granville Sharp—and no man’s can 
exceed mine—lhe must not be set up as an infallible au- 
tiorily, whose mere opinion is to be implicitly taken as 
our political guide. 

His ‘rule of obedience? never extended toa slavish 
observance of any human authority, not having for its 
support self evident truth, or unanswerable argument : 
no one being more prompt than himself, in de enying to 
ministers, kings, or parliaments, powers or prerugatives 
not conferred on them by the constitution. 


That ° Frank-pledge’ could not have been any part of 
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‘the foundation of the English constitution’ is certain; 
because \we know that the cunstilution, co-eval with the 
founding of the first Saxon kingdom in this island, had 
existed four centuries prior to the introduction of 

© Frank-pledge.’ Granville Sharp, indeed, by what he 
quotes from Scripture, concerning ‘ captains of thousands, 
captains of hundreds, captains of fifties, and captains of 
tens ;’ (Congre; rational Courts, 220) as well as by what 
he writes on the subject of w vatch and ward, and the 
rotation of military duties, (ib. 190, 224) intermingled 
with the duties of Frank-pledge, has evidently con- 
founded the system of Frank- pledge with that of the 
original Savon Milifia; whereas they were essentially 
distinct. 

The whole of an armed people, employed, for at least 
jour centuries prior to * Frank-pledge, in conquering a 
country and establishing their dominion, must necesarily 
have been from the first a militia, regularly divided 
and subdivided into its thousands, its hundreds, its fifties 
and its tens, a like division and subdivision had as neces- 
sarily been the organization of the Israelitish armies; a 
matter so obvious and simple, net requiring for its origin 
a diviue inspiration. 

Now, Frank-pledge, with its peculiar regulations, 
arose as a remedy tor the evils which centuries of inces- 
sant warfare had inflicted on the country ; so long a prey 
to all those vices and disorders, which, in a barbarous 
age, are incident to war, rapine, rape, murder, violence, 
and desolation. Naturally following the simple rules of 
military organization, thal great captain and legislator, 
Alfred, with the aid of his Wittena-Ge mot, ordained that 
every householder should belong toa Tithing, and conse- 
quently to a Hundred ; and that all the members of a 
Tithing in particular, and of the Hundred in general, 
should be mutual ple ‘ges and securities for each other’s 
good conduct, and alike answerable for all robberies, or 
other disorders, committed among-them. 

Of the extracrdinary reformation effected by this in- 
stitution in the masterly hands of Alfred, history bears 
the most honourable testimony. But both the cause and 
the date date of its introduction, excludes it from any 
pretence to being ‘ the very foundation of the English 
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© Constitution, as our friend, Grauville Sharp, had es~ 
roneously imagined. 

If, indeed, the character of that institution, drawn by 
the learned historian of the Anglo-Saxons, be a true 
picture, it is one on which the amiable Sharp must have 
looked with horror, instead of considering itas ‘ the sam- 
‘ma el maxima securitas of the State and People.’— 
After speaking (1. 327) of its original introduction as a 
remedy for evil by Alfred, in terms of high praise, as a 
temporary expedient in Police, dictated by a dire neces- 
sity, that historian afterwards (IL. 260) describes it as a 
permanent law, in the darkest colours; as ‘ repugnant 
‘to the decorous feelings of manly independence ; ; as 
‘a slavish bondage, and anticipated criminality ; as 
degrading every man to an intended culprit ;’ &c. 
&e. ‘Such a law (says he), was a libel on human na- 
‘ture, and must have created snore depravity than it 
‘ prevented, &c. &c. 

Now, whether this same Frank-gledge did, or did 
not, merit all the vituperation of Mr. 'Purner, is not bere 
the question ; but Mr. Granville Sharp was certainly in 
error, in supposing it to be ‘ the very foundation of the 
© English Constitution ; which is here noticed, merely 
tu show the inconveniences which may follow, w hen bie- 
graphers rake out from amongst old papers, ‘hasty, un- 
supported opinions which their authors have never 
published, as authorities which ought to weigh down 
the convictions of a Sir William Jones, the demonstra- 
tions of a Richmond, or a Bentham, or even self-evident 
propositions, 

It may now be time to give the promised history of 
the declaration of rights, on the back of which, ‘ writ- 
‘ten with his own hand,’ you found the ¢ remarks’ of 
Mr. Sharp, with which you have favoured your readers. 
For proceeding in order and with clearness, it is here 
necessary to quote the beginning of the ‘ Second Pre- 
‘face’ to ‘The Legislative Rights of the Communit 
* Vindicated,’ published by Wlenes in 1777, as follows: 

— The comments on various passages of the following 

‘ work were written :n the margin of the first edition, as. 
‘the private notes of a gentleman ; but they were after- 
‘ wards communicated to the author, as hints for his 
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‘future use. Esteeming them highly important to the 
‘ confirmation of his doctrine, and fearing to lessen their 
‘ effect by attempting to blend them with his own mat- 
‘ter, he obtained permission to transcribe them into the 
‘margin of this new edition, just as they stood written 
‘in the margin of the former one. He has only to wish 

that the writer of them, who has nobly distinguished 
himself as a friend to true liberty, had had leisure to 
* have enlarged upon the subject.’ 

As tokens of respect, tne ‘ declaration’ in question, 
and aflerwards that former edition of the pamphlet had, 
by the author of both, been presented to Mr. Graaville 
Sharp, and the notes bere spoken of were HIS. That 
he received the pamphlet after he received the declaration 
should seem manifest from this circumstance, that, in 
the notes, he strongly illustrates and confirms the doc- 
trine of universal suffrage, which he found a funda- 
menlal principle of the pamphlet ; but which doctrine, 
at the time of wriling his * remarks,’ at the back of the 
* declaration,’ he did not approve. 

For distinguishing the notes of Mr. Sharp from his 
own, the author of the pamphlet caused tiem, in ever 
instance to be inserted within hooks, and invariably 
prefaced with the word ‘ co-ument,’ as remains to be 
seen. These comments are 23 in number, but those 
which prove the change of opinion in Mr. Granville 
Sharp, subsequent to the penning of his ‘ remarks’ on 
the back of the ‘ Declaration, are only 10. . These, 
that is, with some omission of irrelevant matter where 
they are long, here follow. 

In section 38 of the text it is said, ‘ Hence we find 
‘ that, according to the received doctrine of PROPERTY, 
‘no man can be without a right to vole for a Repre- 
* sentative in the legislature.’ 

1. Mr. Shirpe’s two comments say, Ist, ‘ Our re- 
‘ ligion and our duty to God is violated if we hold our 
* faith with respect of persons,’ 

2. The 2d, with reference to the last words in -Yhe 
* section, is * except the parochial poor, whod onot pur- 
‘ chase what they wear and eat, ! mean those v sho do. 
‘ not labour.’ Here is an exception, for a rea zon as- 
signea ; which clearly implies an acquiescence in the 
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general rule. Observe, however, his very neat com. 
ment, 

In section 4t, it is said, © I would not hastily dissent 
‘from a received opinion, especially one supported on 
* preat authorities ; but yet my own conceptions of truth 
‘ oblize me to believe, ‘that personatity is the SOLE 

‘ foundation of the right of being represented ; and that 
* property, has, inreality, nothing to do i: n the case. ; 

3. Mr. Sharp’s comment here says, ° This is just. 
‘The PAUPER isa MAN, and equally a free member 
‘of Church and State.’ 

In section 44, it issaid, * Surely riches give their pos- 
sesors so many ¢ aivantages, that they may be content 
‘with their lot, without invading the liberties of the 
* poor.’ 

4. Mr. Sharp’s comment, characteristic of his benevo- 
lence and piety, is in these words, ‘ Surely to be pos- 
* sessed of properly is advantace enough, without allow- 

‘ing any further weight on thataceount. In this point 
; the C hristian relizion should be our guide. The rich 
‘man with his gold ring and splendid garments, as 
* St. James declared, was not entitled to any superior 
‘authority, precedency, or respect, which was not 
‘ equally due to the poor man in dirty clothes: for rE- 
* LIGION does nut admit respect of persons; neither 
* should POLITICS nor LAW ; because ourshare there- 
‘in has the same foundation of RIGIIT, whic’ is only 
‘this, Because we are MEN; and may all equally 
‘partake of the spirit of God, if we act as men 
ought. 

Section 49, vindicates the right of the poor univer- 
sally to suffrage, because of their being liable to serve in 
the militia, and consequently to expose their lives in de- 
fence of the state, on which 

Mr. Sharp’s coniment says, * This is, [ think an unan~ 
swerable argument for the rzght of all persons, whe 
are on the ballot of the militia, to vote for representa- 
tives in parliament.’ 

In section 50, it is said, ‘ But giving up the point, says 
the honest Burgh, in consequence of having adopted 
‘a wrong principle, concerning the right of the poor to 
vote for members of P arliament, —this point, however, 
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f can by no means give up. [tis the most sacred of 
all his rights.’ 
Mr. Sharp's comment is so voluminous, that I shall 


only transcribe short passages of it. He begins thus— 
‘Inthe primitive church (as it ought to be at this day) 


every true believer, even the meanest and poorest 
person Was (and is) a member of Christ’s kingdom; 
and, us such, was allowed an equal suffrage in th 


‘church, with the mos dignified.’ 


Again: * Now, of eli true believers (which includes 
all ranks of peop "" ithe lowest as well as the highest) 
are ( se in their collective capacity as the church, 
to judge the world and to judge angels— Know ye 
not that he shall judge angels; how “much more the 
things that pertain to this "life 2” (1 Cor. vi.) Shall 
any one presume to say that the meanest labourer or 


“mechanic (who cannot be deprived of bis rank asa 


mun and a Christian) is not, nor cannot be a compe- 
tent judge of world'y matters, so as to be entrusted 
with a mere suffrage in the forreing of the Legisla- 
ture? But St. Paul, as already shown, decides the 
question —‘* Know ye not that ye shall judge angels ? 
How much more things pertaining to this life?” ? 

Again: ‘The whole ‘plan of Christianity is founded on 
thu equality of all mankind for which this author 
contends, as the ground of their political rights.’ 

In Section 140 it is said—* Now 4 make no scruple to 
assert, that ust so much of our mode of electing, as 
eperates to the exclusion of any individual man from 
giving his vole—and just so much as we exceed the 
duration of one year in the length of our parliaments, is 
a and unfair.’ 

9. Mr. Sharp’s comment merely says, § A very just 
and fair conclusion.’ 

In the conclusion, p.197, it is said—‘ The poorest 
person of our state, | have shown to be an important 
member of it 

lO. Mr. Sharp? s comment declares that ‘ He [the 
poorest person| is certainly entitled to the same equal 
rank in the s¢ate that he bears in the church. ivery 
individual therein is equal, as a man, before God, who 
is no respecter of persons. And under the Theocracy, 





| 
a" 
, 4 





3§2Z fHE BLACK DWARF 





- 


the whole congregation gave their assent to God’s laws, 
and the equality of persons was particularly and pur- 
posely marked, by the contributions of the people to 
the sanctuary. Livery one that passeth among them 
that are numbered from twenty years old and above, 
shall give an offering unto the Lord. The RICH shall 
not give more; and the POOR shall not give less than 
* balf a shekel.’ 

It is now for the Biographer of a Granville Sharp— 
bright pattern of candour and single-mindedness !—to’ 
say, if, in his judgment, it be probable that Mr. Sharp’s 
«Rem: irks,’ found in the back of the aforesaid * Declara- 
* tion,’ in whieh remarks that gentleman expressed his 
disapprobation of universal suffrage, could have been 
written subsequent to his ten deliberative argumentative 
comments in approbation, illustraiion, and support, of 
that doctrine. If not subsequent, then the writing of 
the Remarks as appears by the date of Almon’s publica- 
tion of the above-mentioned pamphict, must have been 
at the least fowr-and-forly years ago; and the Com- 
ments must show that Mr. Sharp had changed his opi- 
nation even in that early state of the controversy. 

The little which further remains of the history of the 
said Declaration of Rights may be here given. It had 
the full assent of that warm-hearted, noble old veleran, 
General Oglethorpe, to whom I was introduced at the 
house of Mr. William Sharp, in the Old Jewry, by 
Granville Sharp, who then resided with his brother. 
The General showed it to the Earl of Chatham, who, on 
perusing it, exclaimed—* Aye, this is very right? A 
new edition of it, having for tithe— Declaration of 
‘ Rights, without which no Englishman can be a free 
‘man, nor the English nation a free people, was ata 
subsequent period submitted lo Sir Wiliam Jones, who, 
in a letier to the author, bearing date the 23d of May, 
1782, now in his possession, styles it an ‘ excellent pa- 

‘per, which ought to be written on the heart of every 
* Englishman.’ 

It is also notorious, that as the principles of that decla- 
ration was framed in 1780, the Duke of Richmond’s 
Bill for a Parliamentary Reform ; and that in his famous 
letter to Colonel Sharman, in 1783, those principles 
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were maintained with a luminous argumentation and a 
logical precision, which, from that hour to this, sophis- 
try hath not been able to encounter. 

That a Granville Sharp’s having contributed towards 
the blaze of light which by that time had been thrown on 
the true principles of representation in annual Parlia- 
ments, should have been ‘ noticed as a subject of regret 
‘in the House of Lords,’ is no great wonder; it being 
notorious thata large proportion of those Lords treason- 
ably usurp a large proportion of the seats in the House 
of Commons ;—but, surely, we ought to wonder, that so 
honest a man’s friend and biographer, rather than join in 
reprobating that treasonable usurpation, should appear 
to apologize for the god-like subject of his memoirs, by 
an awkward attempt to explain away the true dritt and 
virtuous purpose of his writings, by representing them as 
adverse to what he calls ‘ delusive notions of the present 
* times,’ whereas, in the collection of his printed works, 
as I will yet show, those’ notions which his biographer 
stiles ‘ delusive, were by Granville Sharp held sacred, 
as founded in God’s eternal truth, as essential to thedig- 
nity and welfare of his creature, Man. 

Before L close the history of the Declaration, let me 
add that, in 1732, a copper plate engraving of it by that 
eminent artist, William Sharpe, was published. In that 
engraving, it is elegantly bordered by much allegory, 
contrasting the benetits of liberty with the evils of sla- 
very, and adorned with six portraits of persons, then 
eminent as incuicators of its doctrines. Among these 
will be seen that of Granville Sharp. 

Having then, for five or six years, enjoyed the confi- 
dential friendship of that excellent man, and from his 
aforesaiyl Cornments of 1777, as wellas otherwise, having 
a certain knowledge of his sentiments, his said portrait 
was by my means introduced in the engraving; and, 
according to the best of my recollection, aud present per- 
suasion, he sat to an artist for that portrait to be so dis.- 
posed of It is, however, not to be doubted, that, had 
he considered the propositions, thus receiving his * sanc- 
tion,’ as ° dedusive notions, he would not silently have 
suflered such a liberty.—If, iv reality, ‘ delusive notions,’ 
little skill can be required to expose their folly ; but ’tis 
passing strange, that inthe course of halfa century, 
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there hath not been ) found among the learned, a singie 
man able to refute, although abundaace to mi isrepres ent 
them! 

To conclude, reference must now be had to that which 
is the [2th volume in wy collection of Mr. Granville 
Sharp’s printed works; all of which, together with the 
Old and New Testament in five volumes, I received as 
testimonies of his rezard,in presents from ial eentleman. 
On our right to aanual parliaments bh . had largely 
written ; but on the subject of universal ndliriatils tind- 
Mg g that subject had baa amply handled by others, he 

himself wrote very little; and that little, rather in 
i ustration and corroboration of the principle, than 
intended as original essays. The volume of his printed 
works now spoken of is a slender book containing five 
or six concise tracts, originally written and circulated at 
different periods, from ‘W774 to 1753, and re-printed 


together in 1797. 


‘In one of these, entiiled EQUITABLE REPRE- 
SENTATION, written in 3 and * first printed in 
‘1780, and ‘ reprinted in 1797) p. 21, he says, ° In 

* ancie nt times, add iren, in each photog hat were free, 

‘ however poor, enjoyed a share in the legislature.’ In 
proof of this opinion he recites the preamble of the act 
of 8 Hen. VI. c. 7; and after remarking how easy it was 
* to give isa epithets, without proof of their propriety 

‘or truth,’ as yery obvious in that preamble, he proceeds 
to say, ihe alue of our Christian brethren before God, 
‘ both in church and séate, is inestimable, Lor all Christ- 
ians, that are not coneieied of crimes, ougnt surely to 
be equally esteemed the adopted children of Christ, &e.” 
‘ for herein consists that natural equality of all C ‘hristians, 
which some politicad writers aflect to deny,’ 

In p. 72, Mr. Sh: arp says, * Another dangerous devia- 
tion from the conatititional rights of the people is, to 
admit that property is the object of representation, and 
not the peop/e.’ 

In p. 74, we find, * But, if it be true that property 
is the object of representation, and not the people, it 
necessarily follows, that the cattle and other jive stock 
are entitled to representation, for they are property. 
Thus our med our pigs, our very gecse, must all be 
‘represented, but Nor the people.’ 
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And, finally, in p. 77, he remarks, that ‘ property is 
‘nor the true object of representation, but the persons 
‘of men; and consequently ALL MEN, who are er- 
‘ cluded from the right of voting at elections, are liable 
to be grievously injured; because the law [constitution], 
‘their best birthrigAt and most valuable inheritance, 
‘may be changed without their consent, or voice ; and, 
‘ therefore, the doctrines about virtual representauion 
‘ARE ALL NONSENSE, and utterly incapable of 
‘ palliating the GROSS INJUSTICE and INJURY 
done to the Commons of England by the wicked |dis- 
‘ franchising] Act of 8. Hen. VI., which excluded by far 
‘the greatest part of the Commons from the RIGHTS 
‘OF ELECTION.’ This essay is dated ‘ Old Jewry, 
* London, March 31, 1780.’ 

lere, we have no occasion to notice the contemptible 
cavilling on the interpretation of ancient statutes, or the 
meaning of this word, or of that phrase, in law Latin, 
or law French ; as our present business is merely with 
the ‘ opinion’ of Granville Sharp, and his application of 
his own words ; respecting which, either in the pas- 
sages just quoted from his works, or in his comments on 
my Treatise in 1777, it is not possible to doubt. 

Flaving therefore proved, as I trust, that he did NOT, 
at any time subsequent to the year 1777, furnish the 
slightest pretence for having considered the doctrine of 
Universal Suffrage as a‘ delusive notion; but held it 
to bea grand truth and an inherent right of all men, 
founded on the eternal principles of the law of nature, 
clearly illustrated by those Scriptures which he believed 
to be the word of God ; I now leave it to his Biographer 
to reflect on the mischief, to a much injured nation, of 
representing such aman as Granville Sharp, as having 
been a false rvitness at the bar of the public, on a 
question of vital importance to his country, and to all 
those civilized nations new so ardently seeking the bene- 
fits of representative government ; as well as to do that 
justice which is due to the memory of so excellent a 
man, whom, | trust unintentionally, he has misrepre- 
sented. 


JOHN CARTWRIGHT. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
His Majesty's visit to Scotland has ceased to furnish any amuse- 
ment to the readers of the details. The death of Castlereagh - 
threw a gloom over the Tories, which they could not disperse, 
The public reprimand of the courtiers by the Duke of Hamilton, at 
their own board, made the gloom still deeper: aod the ill advised 
selection of the visitors who were inviled, has rendered it as black 
asnight The Scottish Universities were overlooked ; and Mr. 
Blackwood, the vender of Tory abuse, and Tory falsehood, was 
houored witha seai at the royal banquet, as the worthy Pilgarlick 
of Sir Walter Scott. Such are hands into which the Monarch has 
fallen. A mercenary faction, a venal band, hold him in their chains, 
and intercept his intercourse with men who might free him from 
their thraldom. Circumstances, however, bid fair to disperse the 
party. Castlereagh is gone. Eldon cannot long remaio. Liver- 
pool wishes to retire, Canning, if wise, will depart for India, aud 
as quickly too as possible, lest he should be interrupted. And then 
upon whose shoulders can the Tory ark repose? We know that 
any man may be minister, while the system lasts—but we do ima- 
eine itis nearer its dissolution than its friends would wish. 
Mr. Maddocks informs Dr. Slop, the vender of garbage at the 
rankest stall in the political market, that he would by po means 
prefer that the colleagues ofa late greal man should execute judg- 
ment upon themselves for their manifold offences against the nation 
we the contrary, he would prefer the triumph of open and even - 

handed justice. administered in due course of impartial and 
equitable law, with respeet to all the enemies of public rights, who 
have screened themselves from responsibility by bills of iidemnity. 
But when the laws cannot reach high offenders, Mr. M. cannot 
regret that they can reach the smselves; and in despair of seeing 
them brought before the tribun: als for their injeries to others and 
himelf, he bas no objection whatever that they should punish 
themselves in any manner they may deem adequate to. their 
unatened offences. As to the folly of supposing that any notice of 
the vtetinis of despotism could afMlict Casties each, Mr. M.will only re- 
mark that it is offen the most trifling circumstances that produce the 
most important results :—aad to be scorned by the inteaded victims 
of his power, is more calculated to wound the pride of a tyrant, 
than any other species of mortificetion, Dr. Slop is at full hberty 
tu lament the loss of aa * estimable paymaster,’ who was foud of 
feeding upon his fulsome flittery ; but Mr. Maddocks only knows 
the late estimable nobleman, as the author of undeserved calamities 
to thousands of meritorious individuals; and be cannot-but rejoice 
that the power to do so much wrong has been wrested from hands 
sv accustomed to abuse it! 

We are requested io ask what Dr. Slop will say to the ringing 
of bells, at several places when the death of his late estimable friend 
was made known! Was not this monstrous! Yet we are assured 
itis true! 
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